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Context and highlights
The year started off with a great turn out for our Open Night / AGM in term 1. We had 4 continuing members and 4
nominations from parents in kindy and childcare to sit on our Governing Committee. They met the required number of
meetings where they had updates on learning outcomes,financial management, employing staff, reviewed policies and
general discussions about the centre. We had shared excursions and events with childcare children and educators which
strengthens our relationships with each other and demonstrates united learning experiences are valued, such as visiting
Port Lincoln Aboriginal Community Council and listening to Heather Cox share about the history of Mallee Park and the
Aboriginal community, we also participated and led the NAIDOC Community March. Our kindy year started with 30
children in 4 and 3 yr old kindy. the enrolments steadily increased over the terms culminating to 44 at the end of term 4.
Our focus for the year for teaching and learning were Aboriginal Culture & Australia's History, Relationships (Fill a bucket,
mental health & well-being), Literacy & Numeracy and Child Safety. The in-depth Literacy improvement goal planning
significantly had an impact on educator's practice and increased children's learning outcomes. This was evident in the
PASM results in term 4 and the overall observations of children's confidence, independence, participation in oral language
and conversational reading sessions. We implemented case management strategies to monitor 7 children who required
extra support to participate and engage in learning experiences, in addition to the 1-1 support for 3 other children. The
comments from families in regards what their child has learnt about themselves and from the centre is very rewarding of
the learning we have implemented this year (see client opinion section). The excursions we have been on this year has
connected with oral language, conversational reading and Aboriginal culture aspects of our centre. We had amazing
attendance at our Graduation Ceremony and Children's Christmas Party. Port Lincoln Aboriginal Health Service donated
back packs, lunch boxes and water bottles and PLCC donated school hats for graduation gifts. We are extremely fortunate
to have the community connections with families, services and business as this results in an extraordinary amount of
donations for our Christmas raffles. This year we had a Toy & Food hamper, 9 individual doors prizes plus 4 internal draws
for children.

Report from the preschool management committee
Wow! Another busy and productive year has passed at PLCC. On behalf of our Governing Council, I would like to take this
opportunity to give a sincere thankyou to all of the staff of PLCC for an amazing year. You all work together to provide a
childcare centre and kindergarten that provides our children with such a strong learning foundation to their lives, both
academically and emotionally. Our child care program managed to work through the new Centrelink Child Care Subsidy
funding system without too many problems. This was forecasted to be a big concern for our centre but due to the strength
in our centre’s leadership and our dedicated finance worker PLCC pulled through successfully. Our 3 year old and 4 year
old kindy programs have continued to provide our little people with solid learning foundations which is demonstrated in our
school readiness statistics. A learning focus throughout this year has been on Australia’s Aboriginal history, teaching our
young people about the past and embedding a sense of pride in our culture. Kindy programs have also been working with
the kids on conversational reading – if you are unsure what that is, one of our wonderful educators would love to share
that knowledge with you!. As per previous years a highlight was our 4 year old Kindy graduation ceremony. Port Lincoln
Aboriginal Health Service supported us this year to provide a new school bag and lunchbox to our 2019 graduating year.
I’m sure there will be a few new Reception kids running around in 2020 showing off their new things! A special mention
must be given to Nadine Bilney who was a finalist in the Public Education Awards in the Aunty Josie Aguis category.
Congratulations, that is a big accolade to be nominated and acknowledged in that forum! Another congratulations must be
given to Roxanne, Nadine and Joanne for their presentation at the National SNAICC Conference.
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Quality improvement planning
QA1 Educational program and practice; Literacy goal 1Improve PASM growth over 12 mths - progress notes -achieved
from term 1 25% to 52% in term 4. Literacy goal 2 Increase oral language skills for all children particularly children's use
and understanding of tier 2 words. Some success but not 100% children use and understanding of tier 2 words. most
children participated in conversational reading and increase vocab but not all children were active participants in learning
due to a number of tauma events in family situations, these children required 1-1 support to sit, listen and read a story
QA2 Children's health and safety; implementing mental health and well-being strategies to support children. progress
notes- Discussions and strategies via case management meetings were successful in increasing children's well-being to
participate in kindy sessions. Be You online modules were good for staff to gain understanding, skills and knowledge to
support children's mental health and well-being. The information was valuable and provided strategies as well as
reinforcing a number of practices we already use.
QA3 Physical environment; no improvement plan for 2019
QA4 Staffing arrangements; educators in kindy and childcare not utilising each other to strengthen and collaborate to
achieve centre goals. progress notes- after initial discussion at the beginning of the year this did not get followed up
formally at centre staff meetings. Staff meetings changed from weekly to monthly due to childcare staff preferences which
affected our ability as a whole centre team to have formal discussions. informal conversations took place on a needs basis
to support transition points or strategies in regards to children's mental health and well-being.
QA5 Relationships with children; no improvement plan for 2019
QA6 Collaboration partnerships with families and communities; building the capacity of parents to engage children in
interactive reading at home. progress notes- not achieved as childcare and kindy did not re-introduce literacy kits to
families. Some parents participated in book week reading stories to children. A book cart was introduced and well utilised
by families to take books home.
QA7 Governance and leadership; lead the accountability for children's growth. progress notes- Individual plans were done
with families in kindy to inform programs for children has improved, however regular updates to families about their child's
learning goals needs to improve. Learning stories continue to be the main method of recording and sharing children's
learning. Information about children's learning experiences are included in the newsletters, however this needs to improve
and become more regular.
Due to my constant ill health and the mental health of my staff we have not being successful in achieving our improvement
goals for 2019. However, we feel that the children's learning has been deeper, more specific and designed to increase
their knowledge and dispositions for learning.

2

2019 annual report to the community |

3

Port Lincoln Children's Centre

Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Term 2
Term 3

Year

Term 1

Term 4

2016

45

46

45

47

2017

37

43

46

47

2018

30

40

45

49

2019

30

35

38

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Source: Preschool data collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate.

Enrolment comment
enrolments were low in term 1 but steadily increased over the year.

Attendance
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2016 centre

68.3%

60.4%

70.5%

73.0%

2017 centre

72.9%

71.8%

75.3%

78.1%

2018 centre

91.5%

75.3%

81.9%

83.8%

2019 centre

77.9%

74.6%

68.4%

2016 state

91.1%

89.0%

87.2%

87.5%

2017 state

90.5%

88.2%

85.9%

87.2%

2018 state

90.7%

88.3%

87.0%

87.2%

2019 state

90.3%

87.4%

85.8%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the department's
Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual attendance using
booked hours divided by attended hours.

Attendance comment
childhood illness and family cultural reasons has affected the attendance of a few of our children throughout 2019. we had
3 children enrolled with chronic poor attendance each term.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)

2016

2017

2018

2019

899 - Kirton Point Primary School

20.0%

27.0%

26.0%

40.0%

1158 - Lincoln Gardens Primary School

25.0%

20.0%

15.0%

6.7%

8425 - Navigator College

0.0%

0.0%

7.0%

0.0%

1277 - Port Lincoln Junior Primary School

48.0%

51.0%

50.0%

53.3%

8333 - St Joseph's School - Port Lincoln

5.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only schools that are a
destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Source: Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2019 collection.

Destination schools comment
3 children enrolled at Navigator College
1 changed from PLJPS to KPPS
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Client opinion summary
PLCC conducted a Parent Opinion Survey and a Transition Survey with results as follows:
Quality of Teaching and Learning
1. I think my child receives high quality teaching at this preschool. 38% Agree, 62% Strongly Agree
2.My child's teachers know what my child can do and what he/she needs to learn. 33%Agree 67%Strongly Agree
3. this preschool has the expectation that children will learn. 48%Agree, 52% Strongly Agree
Support of Learning
10. My child is motivated to learn at this preschool. 5% Neutral, 33%Agree, 62%Strongly Agree
11. My child's teachers provides help and support when it is needed. 38%Agree, 62%Strongly Agree
13. My child is happy at this preschool this year. 5%Disagree, 14%Agree, 81%Strongly Agree
21. This preschool encourages children to have a sense of pride in their achievement. 33%Agree, 67%Strongly Agree
Relationships and Communication
22. I feel welcomed at this preschool. 19%Agree, 81%Strongly Agree
24. I am comfortable about approaching my child's teachers to talk about his/her progress. 33%Agree, 67%Strongly Agree
31. I am well informed about preschool activities. 10%Neutral, 24%Agree, 67%Strongly Agree
Leadership and Decision Making
35.This preschool is well organised this year. 5%Neutral, 35%Agree,60%Strongly Agree
43.The preschool includes parents and community in decision making. 44%Agree, 56%Strongly Agree
Transition survey: For example - "she feels more confident in recognising the letters in her name, her ability to interact
with others, to be more responsible and considers how her decisions and actions affect others." "that people are different,
the beach clean up excursion, she now wants to pick rubbish up all the time and isn't happy about people doing it". He
has learnt so much from building self confidence, learning his alphabet and self respect, he has learnt to be kind and
respectful, he has learnt so much about a lot".

Relevant history screening
all staff have current DCSI working with children clearnaces

Financial statement
Funding Source
1.

Grants: State

2.

Grants: Commonwealth

3.

Parent Contributions

4.

Other

Amount

2019 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2019 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

PLCC received funding for Aboriginal Family Literacy Strategy - focus has been oral language,
conversational reading, Phonological awareness.
Literacy was a focus in 2019 specifically Oral Language & Phonological Awareness
Numeracy planned for each term with intentional and spontaneuos experiences occurring daily

presented our journey highlighting
Conversational reading at 2019 Secretariat
of National Aboriginal and Islander Child
Care Conference

1 child diagnosed with a disability requiring extensive support for 10 hrs per week
2 required one to one support speech support
case management for 7 children requiring additional support

children became familiar with kindy
routines and learning environment.
case management increased children's
learning and participation

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes
(children's centres only)

Improved outcomes for children with disabilities

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

